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This is the time of course when schools should be laying the 
foundations for intelligent public attitudes upon the great 
problems with which we will be faced in the next twenty-five 
years, namely, (1) those having to do with national economic 
reorganization; and (2) those having to do with the international 
relationships and peace. Those who waged the battle for free 
public schools had in mind such a purpose, as is indicated by 
hundreds of statements that have been made by our presidents 
and national leaders from George Washington on down. 

“Promote then, as an object of primary importance, institu- 
tions for the genera} diffusion of knowledge. In proportion as the 
structure of a government gives force to public opinion, it is 
essential that public opinion should be enlightened.” (George 
Washington in his Farewell Address.) 

“Education is more indispensable, and must be more general, 
under a free government than any other. In a monarchy, the 
few who are likely to govern must have some education, but the 
common people must be kept in ignorance; in an aristocracy, 
the nobles should be educated, but here it is even more necessary 
that the common people should be ignorant; but in a free gov- 
ernment knowledge must be general, and ought to be univer- 
sal.” (John Q. Adams) 

The teacher or administrator today who is not reading widely 
and intensively in these areas is hardly capable of preparing 
young people for the world in which they wiil live. They are 
schoolmarms and schoolmasters rather than modern educators. 
Failing to keep informed and oriented in these areas is inexcus- 
able in the light of the large number of short, readable, reliable 
books and pamphlets that are available. 

Below is a short list of selected books and pamphlets illustra- 
tive of this thought. Failing to keep informed and oriented in 
these areas is inexcusable in the light of the Jarge number of short, 
readable, reliable books and pamphlets that are availabie. 
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THE NEW JAP RIFLE 


Japan’s new infantry rifle, captured specimens of which have been re- 
ceived at the War Department here, may be an advance over the nearly 
40-year-old .25-caliber model it supersedes, but it is still far behind the 
Garand with which American forces are armed. The new Japanese weapon: 
is of the same caliber as the British Enfield, .303 inches; thus larger by a 
split hair’s-breadth than the American .30 caliber small-arms. This gives 
the bullet better ballistic properties at medium and long ranges than the 
too-light .25-caliber projectile. However, the tests indicate that the Jap 
rifle’s accuracy is not dependable at ranges of more than 350 yards. 


